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in the navigation of this river and in the laws and customs observed in
it. His private character is universally esteemed, and such is our opinion
of his integrity, his naval and commercial knowledge that when we have
required information upon subjects of that kind we have frequently
sought and received it from him. He is known to many gentlemen in
England and to some, we believe, of your Honourable Court. To their
report of him we could trust for the evidence of his merits, and of the
propriety of our conduct in recommending them to your attention.

^ The extensive and complicated detail of public business which
in the various departments of this Government occupies every portion of
our time and attention has produced an effect which we have long indivi-
dually felt with great regret, but which all our endeavours to remedy
have unavoidably proved ineffectual.
56.    The business in the Department of Inspection, which is of the
utmost importance both to the Company and to individuals, had Insen-
sibly fallen so much behind that some measure for bringing it into a
regular  train,  and preventing the effect in future,  became  absolutely
necessary.
57.    The  minute  process  of  investigation  and  the  tediousness  of
application, which a decision on intricate claims in disputed accounts
requires, we had experimentally found incompatible with that allotment
of our time of collective attendance to which the pressing and separately
more important objects of Government obliged us to adhere.
58.    We felt it therefore our indispensible duty to form an arrange-
ment which, reserving to our own consideration and decision such subjects
as were the proper objects of our immediate care, would relieve us from
a load of detail which it was out of our power to go through without an
irregularity and often precipitancy which counteracted in its effect the
purposes of the institution.
59.    We therefore resolved to appoint a committee of your senior
servants for the purpose of examining the accounts in the Department of
Inspection,  and  investigating all claims which  could  not  be brought
under   regular   official   controul   by   the   established
25th March.            officers of Government, reporting to us the result of
their enquiries for our final decision on  the subject  of them.   This
arrangement took place accordingly on the 25th March,
60.    We particularly refer yooi to our proceedings noted in the margin
for the fullest explanation of this subject, and the
i8th *fc ^iST* June! reasons for adopting this measure, which are adduced
sand & s6th July, at large in the several minutes of the members of our
8th & ioth Septcm- Board. As a difference of opinion prevailed relative
her. 25th March. to ^ institution we enclose, numbers in the packet,
the several minutes delivered in upon this subject.